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a small force to keep Rajaram in check until the
emperor could engage him with his main army. This
scheme might have succeeded but for the activity of
Santaji Ghorpade and Dhanaji Jadav. These enterprising
commanders aided by Pralhad Niraji soon collected fresh
bodies of troops and raised them to a high state of
efficiency. When the Moghul force appeared that was to
keep in check Rajaram, Santaji Ghorpade and Dhanaji
Jadav at once attacked and destroyed it.

Relieved of immediate danger, Rajaram resolved to send
for Ids wives from Vishalgad to Jmji. Since his flight he
had boon living with a mistress called Sagunabai, by whom
he had a natural son afterwards well known as Raja Kama.
But Yesubai in one of her letters from the Moghul camp
urged him to send for his family. If lie himself led an
irregular life, he could not restore to the army 1he disci-
pline which it. needed, It was impossible that the royal
ladies should travel across all southern India, overrun as
it \ras by soldiers and freelances. Tarabai, moreover, had
recently given birth to a son named Shivaji. ' II was
therefore resolved to send them by sea. The three queens,
Tarabai, Rajasbai and Ambikabai, in charge of Visaji
Prabhu, whipped at Yeshwantgad on the Konkan coast and
doubling Rameshwar landed near Pondicherry, whence
they wont by land to Jinji. There in 1693 Rajasbai gave
birth to a son named Sambhaji and Ambikabai to a
daughter, who died a few days later.

In the meantime fortune had smiled but coldly on the
emperor's operations in the Dcccan. The effect of
Ramchandra Bavtlokar's vigorous viceroyalty and of the
ftuccesses and reorganisation at Jinji was seen in the gallant
defences of the Mar at ha strongholds. In the cold weather
of 169 1 the emperor, it is true, reduced Sinhgad and Purandar,
but^his every movement was harassed by the Maratha
horse. After they had destroyed tho detachment sent
against Jinji, Rajaram sent Santaji Ghorpacle and Dhanaji

THhiva}i, Tflj^tbni's son, was l>orn early In